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Road Work Zone Facts
•	 The most common crash in a highway work zone is the rear-end collision.
•	 Enforcement of traffic laws in work zones are maintained 24 hours a day, 
work zone speed limits are enforced even if no work is underway.

What You May Encounter in a Work Zone
•	 Lake of shoulder and/or median areas that usually serve as safety valve 

areas.
•	 Speed regulations and changing lane patterns.
•	 Highway workers standing and working near traffic.

Suggestions for Driving Safely
•	 When you see flashing arrow panels, or “lane closed ahead” signs, merge 

as soon as possible.
•	 Slow down as soon as the signs tell you to.  Stay calm and expect the 
unexpected.

•	 When present, a flagger has the same authority as a regulatory sign, so 
you can be cited for disobeying his/her directions.

National Work Zone Awareness Week is April 9-13
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Drive Safe
Work zones, whether road construction or utility work, need 
everyone’s undivided attention.  Remember, when approaching 
anyone working on the side of the road, slow down, follow signs, 
and be alert.  In Minnesota, it’s the law.

Work Safe
Work zone safety begins with workers who are dedicated to 
keeping everyone safe.  Each year, our field employees are 
trained with the skills they need to keep themselves, and their 
colleagues, safe.

Save Lives
When we work together in the name of safety, we can save lives.  

National Work Zone 
Awareness Week (April 26-30)  
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Many farmers are busy preparing tillage equipment, sprayers, and 
planters for spring field work.  We encourage these members to look for 
electric hazards around the farm as they prepare for planting.  Here are 
some important ones to remember:  
•	 If power lines on your property start to sag so low you cannot work 
safely, contact us.  Never try to move a power line on your own.

•	 If a guy wire is broken, it can become charged with electricity.  If 
you break a guy wire, call us to fix it, do not do it yourself.

•	 Farmers may want to consider moving or burying power lines 
around buildings or busy pathways where many farm activities 
take place.

•	 Everyone should know where underground utilities are located, 
and how to avoid them.  Before digging, call 8-1-1.

Spring Field Preparation
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